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to her final victory over her gifted and powerful rival.
These hostile factions in the royal party of Macedon
were to lead to the extinction of all the legitimate heirs
to the throne. After the death of her-mortal enemy
Antipater, Eurydice determined to make an active cam-
paign against his successor, the less able Polysperchon,
who had allied himself with Olympias. She therefore con*
eluded an alliance with Cassander, assembled an army,
and took the field in person. Polysperchon marched
against her, accompanied by Olympias and Roxana, with
the young Alexander, and the presence of Olympias
decided the day.

"As the troops of Alcetas would not fight against her
and Cynane, so the troops of Eurydice deserted her when
she led them against the queen-mother. It was the mo-
ment when Olympias's pent-up fury burst out after many
years. Amid her orgies of murder and of disentombing
her enemies, she was not likely to spare the offspring of
Philip's faithlessness; for Philip Arrhid^us was the son of
a Thessalian dancing girl, and Eurydice the granddaughter
of an Illyrian savage. She shut them up, and meant to kill
them by gradual starvation. But her people began to ex-
postulate, and then, having had Philip shot by Thracians,
she sent Eurydice the sword, the halter, and the hemlock,
to take her choice. But she, praying that Olympias might
receive the same gifts, composed the limbs of her husband,
and washed his wounds as best she could, and then, with-
out one word of complaint at her fate, or the greatness of
her misfortune, hanged herself with the halter. If these
women knew not how to live, they knew how to die."

A word must be said about Alexander the Great and
his relations with the fair sex; for notwithstanding the
fact that in Alexander's career Persian woman plays
the chief r61e, yet it was by breaking down the barriers